
FACTSHEET 3 – ILLICIT DRUG USE AND IMPACTS 

Illicit use of drugs can involve use of illegal drugs (such as cannabis, heroin and cocaine) as well as the 

misuse of pharmaceutical drugs (such as opioid pain relief medication)i. Pharmaceutical drugs can cause 

significant harm when used in ways outside of their intended purpose. These harms can be equivalent to 

those that result from use of illegal drugs. 

HOW MANY OF US ENGAGE IN ILLICIT DRUG USE? 

Information on illicit drug use in Glen Eira is very limited. However, the National Drug Strategy Household 

Survey 2016 found that amongst Victorians over 14 yearsii: 

Amongst young people, the Glen Eira Student Resilience Survey 2017iii of young people in years 3 to 12 

found that 97% did not use illegal drugs: 98% of females did not and 97% of males did not. 

WHICH DRUGS ARE WE USING? 

The National Drug Household Survey 2016 found that amongst Victorians over 14 years, the most 

commonly used drugs (and the proportion who used them) were: 

WHAT ARE THE OUTCOMES THAT CAN RESULT FROM ILLICIT DRUG USE? 

Drug-related harms for individuals, family, friends, workplace and community include: 

HOW IS ILLICIT DRUG USE HARMING PEOPLE IN GLEN EIRA? 

Ambulance call-outs – illegal drugs 

Turning Point Drug and Alcohol Centre finds that in 2016-17, there were 151 illegal-drug related 

ambulance attendances in Glen Eira, 69.5% of these for malesiv.  

15% had used at least one kind of 

drug illicitly in 2016 (17.9% amongst 

males, 12.1% amongst females) 

People in their 20s were the most likely age 

group to engage in illicit drug use. However, use 

amongst those in their 40s has been increasing 

(notable particularly for cannabis use) 
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The number of ambulance 

attendances equates to 101.3 per 

100,000 persons. 

Compared to other Greater Melbourne LGAs, this rate ranks Glen Eira 26 

of 31 (where 1 is highest) 



The majority of illegal drug-related ambulance attendances in Glen Eira in 2016-17 (and their proportion of 

all illegal ambulance attendances) were: 

 

 

Ambulance call-outs pharmaceutical drugs 

Turning Points finds that in 2016-17, there were 196 pharmaceutical-drug related ambulance attendances in 

Glen Eira. 56.6% of these for femalesv.  

 

 

 

Hospitalisation for illegal drug use 

Turning Point finds that in 2014-15 in Glen Eira there werevi: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hospitalisation for pharmaceutical drug use 

Turning Point finds that in 2014-15 in Glen Eira, there werevii: 
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The number of ambulance 

attendances equates to 131.5 per 

100,000 persons. 

Compared to other Greater Melbourne LGAs, this rate ranks 

Glen Eira 25 of 31 (where 1 is highest) 
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hospitalisations 

for illegal drug 

use 
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The number of hospitalisations equates to 34.6 per 10,000 persons 

Compared to other Greater Melbourne LGAs, this rate ranks Glen Eira 4 of 

31 (where 1 is highest) 

288 

hospitalisations 

for 

pharmaceutical 

drug use 

88 male and 200 female 

The number of hospitalisations equates to 20 per 10,000 persons 

Compared to other Greater Melbourne LGAs, this rate ranks Glen Eira 7 of 31 

(where 1 is highest) 

52% of illegal drug-related 

hospitalisations were for stimulants 

including cocaine and ecstasy 

43.5% of illegal drug related 

hospitalisations were for 

cannabis 

Heroin, Amphetamines and Hallucinogens 

each accounted for less than 2% of all 

illegal drug-related hospitalisations 

The highest number of hospitalisations for both illicit and pharmaceutical drugs was in the 40-64 age bracket 

- followed by 25-39 years old for illegal drugs and 15-24 year olds for pharmaceutical drugs.    

 



Drug-related criminal incidents 

The Crime Statistics Agency finds that between January and December 2017, there were a total of 162 

drug incidents recorded in Glen Eira by Victoria Policeviii.  

 

 

Drug incidents as a proportion of all criminal incidents in Glen Eira has remained relatively stable over time.  

In 2017 this proportion was 3.0%  

In 2017 the key drug related criminal incidents per 100,000 persons were: 
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