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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
TRADITIONAL OWNERS
Glen Eira City Council acknowledges the
Boonwurrung/Bunurong and Wurundjeri Woi
Wurrung peoples of the Eastern Kulin Nation
as Traditional Owners and Custodians, and pays
respect to their Elders past, present and emerging.
We acknowledge and uphold Traditional Owner’s
continuing relationship to the land and waterways.
Council extends its respect to all Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples.

FROM THE
MAYOR
I am pleased to present Glen Eira City Council’s
advocacy priority projects for 2022–2023. As Australia
continues to rebuild its economy from the COVID-19
pandemic, Glen Eira has identified key projects and
initiatives that will:
> Support our community to rebuild, reconnect and
restart the economy.
> Ensure we are taking urgent and practical actions to
mitigate our community against the impacts of
climate change.
> Build better transport connections to make it easier
to move in and around Glen Eira.
> Build a safer, healthier and more resilient community.
Through strong partnerships, we can make these critical
projects a reality and deliver social, environmental, and
economic benefits for our local community.
We look forward to your ongoing support and
urge you to contact Glen Eira City Council’s
Chief Executive Officer Rebecca McKenzie
(rmckenzie@gleneira.vic.gov.au) or myself to
discuss these priorities.
Cr Jim Magee
Mayor
jmagee@gleneira.vic.gov.au
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OUR PRIORITY
PROJECTS
Council is committed to advocating
for projects which are important to
our community and deliver measurable
results for Glen Eira residents —
essential services, better facilities and key
infrastructure to make our City more
sustainable, liveable and inclusive.
Major initiatives for Glen Eira City Council
for 2022–2023 focus on the priority areas
of:
> Community assets and infrastructure;
> Open space;
> Climate change; and
> Integrated transport and connectivity.
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COMMUNITY ASSETS AND
INFRASTRUCTURE

The opportunity:

Community benefits:

Funding to support the
$52 million redevelopment
of Carnegie Memorial
Swimming Pool.

> The pool will be a multi-functional community
amenity providing opportunities to improve physical
and mental wellbeing.

What we need:
The redevelopment of Carnegie Memorial
Swimming Pool is the highest priority advocacy
initiative for Glen Eira. Council is seeking a
commitment of $10 million in contributions
from the Federal Government to complete
the redevelopment. The project is ready to
commence in late 2022 and a heritage assessment
is completed.

> The pool will see more than 300,000 community
visits annually, providing access for 2,800 learn-toswim enrollments, 100,000 visits to the therapeutic
warm water pool and hosting 30 annual school
swimming carnivals and events.
> The new facility will include increased open spaces,
a café, barbecue, and shaded seating areas including
places for recreational and social gatherings.
> The project will generate around 100 jobs during
the construction phase and 30 permanent new jobs
once the facility is open.
> The pool will be one of the most environmentally
friendly and sustainable pools in the world. Funding
will assist in achieving a 6-star Green Star rating with
the pool designed for climate resilience, low energy
operations and maximum water efficiency.
> The revised design of the precinct will make the
most of existing open space within the footprint
which is a critical benefit for the municipality which
has one of the lowest percentages of open/green
space in Melbourne.
> The pool holds an important, nostalgic sense of
place for the community, and this will be retained
through incorporating historic references into the
new design.

Fly through the concept drawings
of the redeveloped pool.
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OPEN SPACE

The opportunity:
Funding to support the
development of new
open space for Glen Eira.

> Council has been a partner in the Caulfield
Racecourse Reserve Trust’s Land Management
Plan and Business Case development. We support
the Trust’s advocacy for investment to ensure
the redevelopment includes new and refurbished
multi-purpose spaces and facilities that maximise

What we need:
Open space is highly valued by the Glen Eira
community. Additional open space will provide greater
accessibility for residents to pursue recreational
activities that contribute to positive health and
wellbeing outcomes. Glen Eira has the least amount
of open space per person of any municipality in
Melbourne and Council is focused on proactively
acquiring, developing and unlocking public open spaces
and places for our residents.
> Council has committed to spending $26.9 million
in acquiring new property for open space by
2025. This is a significant commitment to support
a critical under-supply of publicly available open
spaces.
We are calling on all levels of government to
contribute towards developing this new land into
open spaces for our community including:
• $3 million to develop open space at
64–66 Mackie Road, Bentleigh East.
• $2 million to develop open space at
15–19 Porter Road, Bentleigh.
• $4.5 million to develop surplus land purchased
from the Government as part of the level crossing
removal projects in Glen Eira.
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community access and usage for Glen Eira residents.

Community benefits:
Glen Eira’s population is expected to reach 180,626 by
2036 and has increasing open space needs. Restrictions
associated with the COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the
need for equitable provision of high quality active and
passive open space to support our residents’ mental and
physical wellbeing. An effective response to climate change
also requires increased open space to support transport
corridors, grow our urban forest and cool the City.
One of our major challenges is providing the quantity of
open space necessary to meet the needs of our community.
Glen Eira currently has the lowest amount of open space
per capita in metropolitan Melbourne with 1.3 hectares for
every 1,000 residents or 4.4 per cent of the total municipal
area. With over 86 sporting groups using Council-owned
open space, we are currently unable to accomodate the
growth of existing clubs or the inclusion of any new clubs.
This funding will enable Council to improve the quantity
and quality of public open space for our residents; develop,
improve and maintain the amenity of our public places;

• $4 million to convert Council owned land in
Carnegie into usable open space.

and provide improved access to a mix of passive and active

• Continuation of the Suburban Parks Funding Program.

the needs of our diverse community.

spaces that are inclusive, fit-for-purpose, and flexible to meet
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CLIMATE AND
SUSTAINABILITY
The opportunity:
Funding and policy
commitments to support
urgent and tangible climate
action in Glen Eira, progressing
towards our target of zero net
Council emissions by 2025, and
for our community by 2030.

What we need:
We support the calls from Municipal Association
of Victoria and Australian Local Government
Association (ALGA) for establishing a $200 million
local government climate partnership fund for
adaptation and mitigation which would provide up
to $40 million for Victorian councils. We urge the
Federal and State Governments to provide funding
for its establishment.
This fund would focus on a range of practical
mitigation projects that continue the move toward
councils being net zero emitters. Specifically, Glen
Eira City Council is seeking:
> $350,000 for expanding the solar tubes system
at GESAC.
> $250,000 for stormwater harvesting feasibility
and design at Caulfield Park.
> $200,000 to expand smart technology in our
street lighting by upgrading a further 1,000
lights to LED.
> $200,000 for the installation of a demonstration
green roof, wall or facade in one of our activity
centres.
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> $1 million in grant funding to implement the key
initiatives within Glen Eira’s Urban Forest Strategy,
including Long Street open space/flood mitigation
to reduce localised flooding by incorporating
water sensitive urban design. Further expansion
of biodiversity footprints through in-fill tree and
understorey planting in a number of Council carparks
will also provide notable urban forest gains. The
funding will provide a vital first step to restore
our City’s tree canopy and acknowledge the vital
contribution that urban forests make to the social,
ecological and economic health and well-being of the
Glen Eira community.
> Funding of $150,000 for more electric vehicle
charging stations at Bentleigh Library, Murrumbeena
Community Hub and Carnegie Library.

Community benefits:
Like many councils, Glen Eira faces the ongoing challenges of
moving to renewable energy, future proofing infrastructure
and protecting the environment at the same time as meeting
the needs of a growing population.
Increasing trees and vegetation across Glen Eira will provide a
myriad of environmental, economic, social and health benefits
which will contribute directly to the health and wellbeing of
our community.
The implementation of priority actions under our Climate
Emergency Response Strategy Action Plan will have significant
positive community impacts such as:
> reaching zero emissions for our Council and
community, and doing our bit to address the root
cause of climate change; and
> ensuring our local community is safe, resilient and
protected from the worst impacts of climate change.
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INTEGRATED TRANSPORT
AND CONNECTIVITY
The opportunity:

What we need:

Funding commitments to
improve the transport
network to ensure safe,
accessible and sustainable
transport options for our
community.

> Glen Eira welcomes the State Government’s
intention to upgrade the Caulfield Station, but calls
for more significant investment into accessibility
and integration with the surrounding precinct,
including:
• $1 million towards improving pedestrian access,
traffic management and parking across Sir John
Monash Drive to the Monash University campus
and across Normanby Road to Caulfield
Racecourse Reserve.
• Funding of $1 million for improving the
surrounding public interface with Caulfield
Station.
> $250,000 to fill the missing links of the Rosstown
Rail Trail cycling route, including new pedestrian
and cycling crossings at Dorothy Avenue and Royal
Avenue between EE Gunn Reserve and existing
shared path in Oakleigh Road Reserve. This will
improve safety and accessibility for pedestrians and
cyclists traveling on shared paths including for local
school students of Glen Huntly Primary School,
Kilvington Grammar School and Glen Eira College.
> $750,000 to improve pedestrian crossings, including:
• Updating existing school crossings to pedestrian
operated signal crossings at Neerim Road,
Murrumbeena (Boyd Park Crossing).
• New pedestrian operated signal crossings
at Kooyong Road, between Sycamore and
Carlingford Streets in Elsternwick to create a safe
crossing for pedestrians including Wesley College
students.
• New raised zebra crossings to improve pedestrian
safety at the Victoria Street and Hopetoun Street
sections of Glenhuntly Road, Elsternwick.
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> Council also calls on State and Federal governments to
progress with funding:
• A new light-rail route in Glen Eira, from Elsternwick
to Clayton, along North Road, connecting East Village
with Ormond train station and the Monash National
Employment Cluster.
• Trackless rapid transit connections from Caulfield
to Rowville, connecting the Caulfield Station
Precinct and Monash University with Carnegie,
Chadstone Shopping Centre and the Monash National
Employment Cluster.

Community benefits:
Seventy six per cent (52,964) of Glen Eira residents of working
age travel outside of the municipality for work
every day with 23.9 per cent (16,646) travelling to the
Melbourne CBD.
Over recent years (to 2016), the total number of public
transport users has increased by only 1,886 people
(2 per cent of total users) or 376 people each year. The
population of Glen Eira has grown by 7.5 per cent or 9,862
people over the same period.
Cycling as a form of commuting can relieve some of these
pressures on our roads and public transport systems.
However, only 1,023 Glen Eira residents indicated that they
cycled to work (2016 figures).
There are significant benefits arising from reducing congestion
and encouraging higher rates of usage of active transport (ie.
walking, cycling and public transport). These include more time
for family and socialising, better public health outcomes with
people being more physically active and better outcomes for
the environment with less pollution and carbon emissions.
Ultimately the Council aims to see a 50:50 share of car and
non-car trips through the provision of convenient, effective,
sustainable public transport options.
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OTHER COMMUNITY
PRIORITIES

Rooming house reform

Gambling reform

Planning reform

Rooming houses offer accommodation for many low
income and disadvantaged members of the community,
particularly for those who cannot access, afford or
sustain a tenancy in the private rental market. The
demand for local rooming house accommodation in
Glen Eira continues to increase, along with growing
concerns from neighbours, the community and
authorised officers regarding the safety of local rooming
houses. A significant complexity is the multitude of
agencies that have responsibility for monitoring and
controlling rooming houses.

Council joins with the Municipal Association of Victoria
(MAV), other councils and many other organisations
as a founding supporter of the Alliance for Gambling
Reform, which seeks to campaign for reforms to the
gambling industry to reduce harm from poker machines
and to protect disadvantaged communities from
increasing numbers of poker machines.

Council will continue to call for policy and legislative
improvements to the State Planning System including:

The opportunity:
There is an opportunity to establish one agency
with the legislative mandate to enforce a single set
of standards for rooming houses in Victoria. A single
agency could develop a clear understanding of the
challenges and increase the minimum standards to
protect and improve the health and wellbeing of
rooming house residents.
What we need:
Council is seeking legislative and policy reform from
the State Government to improve arrangements for
the monitoring and control of standards for rooming
houses. Council also calls upon the State Government
to increase the supply and funding for social and
affordable housing in the Glen Eira community so that
housing for vulnerable residents is of an acceptable
standard and quality.

The opportunity:
Through reform and regulation of the gambling industry,
government can ease the burden caused by health,
financial, relationship, emotional, psychological, work,
study and criminal harms.
What we need:
Council is calling on the State Government to implement
the Alliance for Gambling Reform Pokies agenda, including
a suite of complementary harm reduction measures —
such as changes to opening hours of venues, introduction
of ‘End Gambling Harm After Dark’, a request to have
all gaming machines turned off between 2am and 6am
and the introduction of a full, universal and binding
pre-commitment system by having each person set
their own reasonable time and money limits.

> A commitment from the State Government to genuinely
engage and collaborate with the Local Government
sector on its Planning Reform Agenda.
> Amendments to the Planning and Environment Act
1987 to provide clearer direction on the consideration
of climate change, a statutory mechanism to require
a percentage of affordable housing in developments
over a certain size, and improvements to the planning
scheme amendment process for greater certainty,
transparency and reduced timeframes.
> Mandatory implementation by VCAT of the local planning
policy framework in recognition that it represents both
the expectations of the community and Council’s adopted
policy in relation to future development.

School Crossing Supervision
Program reform
The School Crossing Supervision Program was introduced
in 1975 under a joint-funding arrangement between the
State (Department of Transport formally VicRoads)
and councils.
The opportunity:
While the Department of Transport purportedly
supports a 50/50 funding model for this service
(providing Council with funding of $417,000 for the
2021–2022 financial year), in reality, the service costs
Council $1.33 million in employee costs alone per
annum. This is a redirection of ratepayer funds from
other Council services.
What we need:
Council is seeking a commitment from a future
State Government to fully fund the School Crossing
Supervision Program as an essential, State led,
community safety initiative.

Community benefits:
A clear benefit will be a reduction in the significant
impacts of problem gambling faced by families and children
including financial insecurity, family stress, poor access to
essential household items and the need to sell property
and/or other household items to cope with the losses
associated with problem gambling.
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Glen Eira City Council
Corner Glen Eira and Hawthorn Roads, Caulfield
Mail address: PO Box 42
Caulfield South, 3162
Phone: (03) 9524 3333
Fax: (03) 9523 0339
mail@gleneira.vic.gov.au
www.gleneira.vic.gov.au
National Relay Service
If you are deaf, hearing-impaired, or speech-impaired,
we ask that you call us via the National Relay Service
and then ask for (03) 9524 3333.
Online: https://internet-relay.nrscall.gov.au
Teletypewriter (TTY): 13 36 77
Speak and Listen: 1300 555 727
Social media
Glen Eira City Council:
www.facebook.com/GlenEiraCityCouncil
@cityofgleneira:
www.instagram.com/cityofgleneira
Glen Eira arts, gallery and events:
www.facebook.com/gleneiraarts
www.instagram.com/gleneiraarts
Glen Eira Leisure:
www.facebook.com/GESAConline
https://www.instagram.com/gleneiraleisure
www.twitter.com/GESAConline
Glen Eira Libraries and Learning Centres:
www.facebook.com/GlenEiraLibraries
https://www.instagram.com/gleneiralibraries
Glen Eira Sustainable Living:
www.facebook.com/sustainablelivinggleneira
Glen Eira Youth Services:
www.facebook.com/GlenEiraYouthServices
www.instagram.com/gleneirayouthservices

